


 
ASTON MARTIN and Immun’Âge 
participated in three 24 –hr races! 

text by Yuki Hayashi / President of Osato Research Institute 

 

From April to June 2015, there were three 24-hr endurance races. 

The first one was at Silverstone in April, the second one was at Nürburgring in May, and the last 

one was at Le Mans in June. The British leading car maker Aston Matin participated in three of 

them, supported by its partner Immun’Âge. Mr. Yuki Hayashi, president of Osato Research 

Institute who developed the Immun’ Âge, reports on these three races. 

 

Silverstone 

During the period of April 24-26, 2015, the ‘Britcar DUNLOP 24 HOUR RACE’ was held at the 

Silverstone Circuit in the UK. 

Aston Martin, with its over 100-year-old history, has been involved with racing and the 

previous CEOs, have driven racecars in the 24-hour endurance races to demonstrate the 

performance and durability of their cars. Dr. Andy Palmer, who has been Aston CEO since 

October 2014, made his first attempt of 24-hour race with V8 Vantage GT4 with three 

teammates: Aston Martin Design Director Marek Reichman, British Motoring Journalist Andrew 

Frankel and the only girl in the team, as a professional female racer, Alice Powell. The drivers 

were all British. 

On April 25, the race started at 4:00 PM. Alice drove the first stint and kept her position within 

10th place and was followed by Andrew, Marek and Andy. All of them, except Alice, had never 

experienced a night wet circuit before, but they all dealt with their tasks very well. At four hours 

before the end of the race, the team director Graham decided to let Alice drive a double stint 

and she caught up to the 5th place overall, making the last driver Andy. 

Andy, then, succeeded to maintain the position and passed the checker flag on the 5th position 

over all at 4:00PM on April 26. 

Nürburgring 

The Nürburgring 24-Hour race 2015 was held from16 to 17 May in Germany. 

This year is a special year for Aston Martin, because it has been ten years since Dr. Ulrich Bez 

started competing at the Nürburgring 24 Hours as Aston CEO and this is the last 24 hour race 

for him. And coincidentally, it has been also ten years since Dr. Bez as well as his family started 

taking Immun'Âge. Dr. Bez obligated himself to drive the Aston's new model and test it for 

endurance on his own, famous for one of the world severest circuits, before delivering it to 



Aston's customers. His philosophy has been continued through by Aston's new CEO, Andy 

Palmer.  

On May 16, at 1:00PM which is just 3 hours before the race started, an Aston Martin Customer 

Parade RUN, comprising 40 cars from all over Europe, took place. It was led by Aston Martin's 

CEO Dr. Andy Palmer driving a Vantage GT12. Chairman Dr. Bez in "Rose" started the parade 

from the tail end and caught up with Andy just before the goal line and passed his touch to the 

new CEO. It was a very smart act and very much like Aston. 

The result of the race was a victory of 71-year-old Dr.Bez in Vantage V8 in its class. He was the 

most energetic driver among all and brought out this result by holding composure throughout 

the race. Thank you very much for these past ten years, Dr. Bez! 

Le Mans 

The third and the last race for my wife and myself in 2015 was held at Circuit de la Sarthe in 

France on the 13th -14th of June.  

Every year, ACO « Automobile Club de l’Ouest » was organized by Le Mans 24 Hours under the 

sponsorship of ROLEX to hold a golf tournament called “President Cup” on the day before the 

race for VIP guests or Journalists. In this President Cup, one professional player and 3 amateur 

players make a team compete at the Country Club of Le Mans in the circuit. The team 

Immun'Âge has been invited to play there since three years ago. Last Year, we finished in the 

second place and this year we attained a victory. 

The professional golf player in our team has been Julian, who is the principle of the Golf school 

with 9 holes in Avignon, France. In his school, there is a menu of Immun' Âge, contributing 

health maintenance and improvement of golf performance for many senior students.    

This year, there was a parade run of Aston Martin Racing just before the start of the main 

endurance event. ORI director, Dr. Pierre Mantello in Immun' Âge GT4、Aston CEO, Dr. Andy 

Palmer from Aston Martin Lagonda Ltd. in Vantage12、and Design Director, Marek in GT4 also 

joined the race. They all had Immun' Âge logo in their cars each, and we enjoyed the luxurious 

Aston World.  

This year was not for Aston Martin in both pro and amateur classes. I am looking forward to 

their success in the next season, with its new CEO Andy Palmer.  

 

<Photo captions> 

① About one hour before the start of the race, the atmosphere getting on a little tenser. 

② N430 in the same livery that Rose had in its debut. This is the final race for Dr. Bez. 

③ French President Francois Hollande also visited the circuit. 

④ Yuki with Pierre and Oliver, drivers of Immun' Âge GT4 

⑤ This amazing drawing of GT4 was done during the 24-hour race at a simple atelier next to the pit. 

⑥ So many wireless applications for the race 

⑦ Sharing a champagne toast with Mr. and Mrs. Bez for his Victory in SP8 Class, following the 

successful completion of the race 


